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What's happening 


What's Happening 


NatStats 2010 Conierence 


15-17 September 2010 Darling Harbour Sydney 


The Australian Bureau of Statistics is pleased to announce that Dr Ken Henry, Secretary to the 
Treasury, will be providing the opening Plenary address at the upcoming NatStats 2010 
Conference. 


NatStats 2010 is an initiative of the National Statistical Service and will be held at the Sydney 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Darling Harbour, from 15 - 17 September 2010. 


NatStats 2010 will bring together an array of leaders and high profile commentators, researchers 
and policy makers from all levels of government, academia, community and business. The 
conference was initiated to assist in the development of a collaborative approach to national 
statistics. It focuses on various issues Surrounding quantitative and qualitative research, which 
have been highlighted by key government initiatives. 


The overall theme of this year's conference is "Measuring what counts: economic development, 
wellbeing and progress in 21st century Australia". Delegates will discuss issues surrounding 
various topics including; 


1. Challenges facing Australian society: issues, policy and information. 
2. Australia in the global economy. Do we measure up? 

3. Improving Australian's wellbeing. 

4. Measuring progress: from theory to practice. 


NatStats 2010 will build on the success of the first NatStats conference held in 2008, where 
around 480 delegates attended. A major outcome of the 2008 conference was the tabling of a 
statistical declaration to guide the development of a national statistical strategy for Australia in the 
21st century. 


An exciting program is being developed and will address a range of issues regarding national 
statistics. If you would like any further information, please email natstats@nss.gov.au. 


Understanding Statistics 


ABS: Helping you make sense of statistics 


ABS collects statistics on most aspects of Australian life, capturing vital information about our 
economic performance, well-being of our population and the condition of our environment. 
However, in order to make effective use of these statistics, it is vital that you're equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to understand, interpret and evaluate statistical information for research, 
planning and decision-making purposes. This is why ABS is committed to building the statistical 
know-how of the Australian community and in particular our key data users. 


Recently, ABS released a suite of ‘Understanding Statistics’ webpages on the ABS website. These 
webpages consist of fact sheets, information guides, video tutorials, presentations and online 
courses, to assist you: 


e find the statistics you're looking for 
e analyse, interpret and evaluate statistical information, and 
¢ communicate statistical findings with tables and graphs 


Check out the Introduction to Statistics Online Course for a comprehensive overview of statistics. 
Or have a look at our Online Video Tutorials to explore how to find and navigate to specific 
information on the ABS website. A range of Fact Sheets have been developed to assist with 
understanding statistical concepts and processes, and help you find the most recent population 
estimates; understand the difference between original, seasonally adjusted and trend data; assess 
how reliable your conclusions are; and much more. 


ABS also delivers a range of Training Courses to help you develop skills for high quality statistical 


collections and statistical analysis. Browse through the numerous courses we deliver on analysing 
data, survey design, making informed decisions, and questionnaire design. Subject specific 
courses are also available on environment, labour and demographic statistics. 


Explore portals tailored specifically to the needs of those working in Local, State and Federal 
Government. So, if you're looking to build your knowledge about statistics, and how to use 
statistics to make informed decisions, check out the resources available on the ABS website under 
Understanding Statistics. 


CDATA Online version 2 


24 March 2010 WhatS!new2 


CDATA2006 Online Version 2 was released on the ABS Website on 24th March 2010. This version 
improves speed and usability, and provides users with additional features to customise their 
Census tables. A full list of product enhancements can be read in the CDATA 2006 User manual. 


CDATA Online is a web based tool which combines information on Australian society from the 
2006 Census, with web graphing and mapping capability. The range of Census topics available 
include: age, education, housing, income, transport, religion, ethnicity, occupation and more. This 
free online product allows you to create tables, maps and graphs of Census characteristics for all 
ABS geographic areas. You can access data for areas as small as a collection district 
(approximately 225 households) or as large as an entire state/territory or all of Australia. 


A couple of the new features of interest to CDATA 2006 users are: 


No more secure content warnings. 

Improved system speed. 

Inclusion of "Place of Work" data. 

Introduction of "Large Table Preview Mode" for tables with more than 20,000 data cells. 


This link will take you direct to the CDATA Log in Screen. 


If you need assistance in using CDATA 2006 Online, there is a comprehensive suite of on-line 
training modules, or you can ring the National Information and Referral Service for free assistance, 
9.00am - 5.00pm, every business day of the year, on 1300 135 070. 


University free access to ABS confidentialised unit record file (CURF) data 


CURF Microdata News, Feb 2010 (cat. no. 1104.0) included a reminder to universities about ABS 
products and services provided under the ABS/Universities Australia Agreement. The agreement 
provides member universities free end-user access to a range of microdata related products and 
services. These are free to end-users because Universities Australia has paid for access on behalf 
of its member universities. The agreement also includes access to Census Table Builder, ABS 
Expanded CURFs in the on-site Data Lab, Statistics New Zealand Basic CURFs and a range of 
permitted commercial uses of CURFs and Census Table Builder. 


This issue also notes the March release of the keenly awaited National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Social Survey CURFs. Previously released as one CURF, for the 2008 Survey two 
Expanded CURFs will be released. A CURE is a confidentialised unit record file, allowing very fine 
level examination of data. 


ABS Surveys Charter 
In March, ABS released the ABS Surveys Charter, 2010. This was used as an opportunity to 


upgrade two charters to develop a single charter, for use by all survey participants. The Charter 
specifies what you can expect when the ABS approaches you for inclusion in any of our 


household or business surveys. ABS seek to continually improve our relationship with survey 
participants, and would appreciate your feedback in relation to any contact you have with ABS, 
and on the standards identified in this Charter in particular. Please provide your comments by 
using the website Feedback Form or emailing: surveys@abs.gov.au. 


ABS recognise and greatly appreciate the support of individuals and organisations who contribute 
to the ongoing wealth of statistical information about our nation by participating in ABS surveys. It 
is only with your assistance that ABS can continue to produce the statistics that contribute to 
quality informed decision making. 


ABS Views on 2011 Census Output Geography 


ABS is to replace the Australian Statistical Geographical Classification (ASGC) with the new 
Australian Statistical Geography Standard (ASGS) commencing in 2011. The Census of 
Population and Housing is a key source of high quality statistical data for small geographic areas. 
The move to the new classification will lead to quality improvements in small area time series data 
from the Census, and enable better comparison between Census and other data sources that 
adopt the new geographic classification. 


In March 2010, ABS released a discussion paper which informs census users of the geographical 
areas for which 2011 Census data will be available: Discussion Paper: Census of Population and 
Housing - ABS Views on 2011 Census Output Geography, 2011 (cat. no. 2911.0.55.002, released 
09/03/2010). Statistics from the 2011 Census will be released using the ASGS, with provisions to 
met the needs for time series data. The Statistical Local Area (SLA) is not a defined region in the 
new ASGS but will be available for the 2011 Census for time series comparisons. Census data for 
Local Government Areas (LGAs) will continue to be made available for the 2011 Census and 
beyond. 


The smallest ASGS geographical unit for which full 2011 Census statistics will be published will be 
the Statistical Area Level 1 (SA1). The SA1 will be composed of aggregates of Mesh Blocks (MB) 
and be of slightly smaller average size than a 2006 Collection District (CD). SA1s will aggregate to 
form higher level units in the ASGS main structure. 


Data for Mesh Blocks will be published with Usual Resident population and total dwelling counts, 
as they were for the 2006 Census. Please note, that 2006 mesh block data is only available on the 
website in GIS (Geographical Information Systems) file formats. Statistics based on user defined 
aggregations of Mesh Blocks will not be available. 


The ASGS, with improved geographic resolution, will provide statistics of comparable or better 
quality for most non-ABS geographies that were previously derived from whole CDs. These will 
include Local Government Areas (LGAs), suburbs, postal areas and Commonwealth and State 
electoral divisions. The ASGS will also offer users a more stable and consistent output geography 
that is based on land use and population ranges to optimise output. Whereas, the old CD-based 
geography was designed for ease of collection of census forms. 


2nd Annual Research Officers' Forum, 2010 


2nd Annual 
Research Officers’ 


Forum 2010 


12 &13 May 2010 
Rydges Hotel, Melbourne 


Informing policy decisions through innovative research skills, tools and frameworks. Liquid 
Learning is delighted to present the 2nd Annual Research Officers’ Forum 2010. The premier 
information, professional development and networking opportunity for researchers to increase 
their knowledge, capabilities and performance in an evidence based policy environment. The ABS 


has two speakers at the forum, with one session titled "Statistical Data in Evidence-Based Policy - 
Examining New Tools for Research Officers". The forum in being held at Rydges Hotel, Exhibition 
Street, Melbourne on 12th and 13th May 2010. For full details on conference speakers, program 
and registration please see the Liquid Learning Website . 


18th International Conference on Input-Output Economics, Sydney 


The ABS is sponsoring the 18th International Conference on Input-Output Economics from 20-25 
June 2010 at University of Sydney. The theme of this conference will be "Re-thinking economic 
growth towards sustainability and wellbeing”. The ABS will be hosting a session discussing how 
ABS compiles it's Input-Output (IO) tables, as well as inviting key users to discuss how IO tables 
are used for modelling policy initiatives. ABS has also invited the OECD to present a paper 
detailing their methodology for the estimation of embodied carbon emissions in International 
Trade. 


Recent releases 


Selected releases 
1329.0 Australian Wine and Grape Industry, 2009. Released 28/01/2010 


There were 1.7 million tonnes of grapes crushed in the 2008-09 financial year, a 5.4% decrease 
on the previous financial year. There were 1.2 billion litres of beverage wine produced in 2008-09, 
a 5.9% decrease on 2007-08. 


In contrast, 2008-09 exports of Australian produced wine rose 5.2% (to 752 million litres) 
compared to the previous financial year, while domestic sales of Australian wine also increased by 
0.6% (to 430 million litres). The 2008-09 inventory values increased by 0.1% to 1.9 billion litres. 
Imports of wine into Australia rose 16.7% (to 62 million litres) in 2008-09. 


The 13 largest winemakers crushed a total of 1.3 million tonnes of grapes, or 73% of the total 
crush. These 13 businesses averaged 98,000 tonnes each. Conversely, the 76 smallest 
winemakers accounted for only 0.4% of all grapes crushed and averaged 96 tonnes each. A third 
of all wine making locations were in South Australia, accounting for 43% of the national wine grape 
crush. Wine makers in Victoria represented 22% of wine makers nationally as did New South 
Wales, with Victoria accounting for 16% of the national crush. . 


1367.2 State and Regional Indicators, Victoria, Dec 2009. Released 19/02/2010 


This issue presented a feature article on ‘Living arrangements of Victorian, 2006: a life course 
perspective’. The living arrangements of Victorians were reported using 2006 Census data, with 
particular focus on the statistical distribution of these living arrangements for different age cohorts 
(children and teenagers, younger adults, the middle aged, and older Victorians). Analysis 
concentrated on household living arrangements by drawing on data regarding the type of family 
and non-family household structures in which different populations tend to live at different points in 
their lives. There is further investigation of the differences found in sub-populations of people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, people holding a qualification, and people with a 
disability, and differences between males and females. 


This publication also presents Victorian data at LGA level on a number of subjects. 
3101.0 Australian Demographic Statistics, Sep 2009. Released 25/03/2010 


This release includes an improved net overseas migration (NOM) methodology. Australia's 
population grew by 2.1% during the 12 months ended 30 September 2009. Natural increase and 


net overseas migration contributed 34% and 66% respectively to this total population growth. 


At 30 September 2009, the preliminary estimated resident population (ERP) for Victoria was 
5,473,300 persons. For year ended 30 September 2009, Victoria experienced 2.2% annual 
population growth (2.1% for Australia). This was surpassed by WA (2.9%), Qld (2.7%) and the NT 
(2.3%); while NSW grew by 1.7%. 


For year ended 30 September 2009, Victoria's preliminary net overseas migration (NOM) estimate 
was 82,060 persons. This was the difference between 134,240 overseas arrivals added to the 
population (NOM arrivals) and 52,180 overseas departures subtracted from the population (NOM 
departures). NOM was the major component (69.6%) of population growth in Victoria. 


Victoria recorded a net interstate migration (NIM) gain of 990 persons for year ended 30 
September 2009, compared with a NIM loss of 2,400 for 2008. Natural increase (births and 
deaths) accounted for 29.5% of growth (34,800 persons) in Victoria for the year. 


3218.0 Regional Population Growth Australia, 2008-09. Released 30/3/2009 


At June 2009, there were an estimated 3,995,500 people residing in Melbourne Statistical Division 
(SD), an increase of 93,500 people (2.4%) since June 2008. Melbourne was the largest growth 
capital city SD in Australia during 2008-09, and has been for the last eight years. Melbourne SD 
accounted for 80.4% of Victoria's population growth between June 2008 and June 2009, and was 
home to 73.4% of Victoria's 2009 population. 


Melbourne's outer suburban growth areas continued growing strongly for the year to June 2009. 
The LGAs of Wyndham (C), Melton (C), Whittlesea (C), Hume (C), Casey (C), Cardina (C) and 
Melbourne (C) all experienced large and/or fast growth. 
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For Victoria, Wyndham (C) in Melbourne's south-west was the largest growing LGA with an 
increase of over 10,000 people, followed by Casey (C) in Melbourne's south-east with 8,400 
people. Wyndham (C) also had the fastest annual growth rate (8.1%) of all Victorian LGAs in 


2008-09; and Melton (S) in Melbourne's west the second fastest (7.9%). 


Of all LGAs in Australia, Wyndham (C) had the fourth largest increase and Casey (C) the seventh. 
Wyndham (C) was also the third fastest growing LGA, and Melton (S) and Cardinia (S) amongst 
the 10 fastest growing LGA's in Australia. 


Four of the five largest growing statistical local areas (SLAs) in Australia in 2008-09 were located 
in Melbourne's outer suburban fringes. The SLAs of Wyndham (C) - North and Whittlesea (C) - 
North had the largest population growth of all SLAs in Victoria (both up 5,900 people). Wyndham 
(C) - North, containing the suburbs of Laverton, Hoppers Crossing and Tarneit, was also the 
largest growing SLA in Australia. Whittlesea - North (C), containing the suburbs of Whittlesea, 
Epping and Mernda, was the second largest. 


Whittlesea (C) - North accounted for just over 90% of growth in the LGA of Whittlesea (C) and also 
had the fastest annual SLA growth rate (18.3%) in Victoria. Wyndham (C) - South, including 
suburbs of Werribee South and Point Cook, experienced the second fastest SLA growth rate 
(12.8%). 


3303.0 Causes of Death, Australia, 2008. Released 31/03/2010. 


As the Australian population continues to increase in both size and age, the number of deaths 
registered each year also continues to slowly increase. In 2008, there were 143,946 deaths 
registered in Australia, approximately 6,100 (4.4%) more than the number registered in 2007. The 
standardised death rate in 2008 (6.0 deaths per 1,000 standard population) was the same as in 
2005, 2006 and 2007. 


In 2008, the leading underlying cause of death for all Australians was Ischaemic heart diseases 
(angina, blocked arteries of the heart and heart attacks)(23,665 deaths). The proportion of 
Australian deaths by heart disease has decreased over the last ten years. In 1999, 22% of all 
deaths in Australia were due to heart disease, compared to 16% of all deaths in 2008. It 
accounted for 17% of all male deaths, and 16% of all female deaths registered in 2008. 


Cerebrovascular disease (strokes) remained the second leading underlying cause of death in 
2008 (11,973 deaths). Strokes include haemorrhages, strokes, infarctions and blocked arteries of 
the brain. Deaths attributed to strokes accounted for 8.3% of deaths in 2008. 


Over 10 years, deaths due to Dementia and Alzheimer's disease increased 138% (to 8,171 deaths 
in 2008). The continued increase in deaths from Dementia and Alzheimer's disease has seen this 
cause of death overtake Trachea and lung cancers as the third leading cause of death in Australia. 
Trachea and lung cancers were the fourth leading cause of death in 2008 (7,946 deaths). 


For all Australians, there were 2,191 deaths due to Suicide in 2008. Males accounted for over 
three-quarters of all suicide deaths in 2008, resulting in this ranking as the tenth leading cause of 
death of males. The top 10 leading causes of death accounted for 53% of all deaths registered in 
2008. 


3401.0 Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia, Jan 2010. Released 05/03/2010 


The trend estimate for Short-term visitor arrivals to Australia during January 2010 (485,400 
movements) increased 0.3% compared with December 2009 (483,800 movements). This followed 
monthly increases of 1.0% for November 2009 and 0.7% for December 2009. Currently, the trend 
estimate for arrivals are 4.8% higher than in January 2009. 


3416.0 Perspectives on Migrants, 2010. Released 05/03/2010 
Using data from the ABS Labour Force supplementary surveys, articles explore the interaction of 


migrants with the Australian labour market. One article looks at the job search related experiences 
of migrants, broadly defined by their country of birth and year of arrival. Discussion is presented 


for two groups in the labour force; unemployed migrants (those seeking work) and recently 
employed migrants (those who started their current job in the last 12 months). A second article 
examines types of employment in the Australian labour market for both Australian and overseas 
born people. 


In November 2008, the Australian labour force comprised 11.1 million persons, of which 26% (2.9 
million) were born overseas. The participation rate for overseas born persons was 61%, compared 
with 68% for those born in Australia. In July 2009, there were 599,600 unemployed persons of 
which 33% (196,400) were overseas born. Recent migrants accounted for 42% (83,100 persons) 
of overseas born unemployed and 58% (113,300 persons) were long term migrants. 


4102.0 Australian Social Trends. Released 05/03/2010 


Australian Social Trends draws together a wide range of statistics from ABS and other official 
sources to provide a picture of Australian society and how it is changing over time. The latest 
edition features five articles: 


The labour market during recent economic downturns. The recent global financial crisis triggered a 
period of slowing economic growth in Australia. This article looks at how the labour market was 
affected and compares this to previous economic downturns. 


Health and socioeconomic disadvantage. Previous analysis has shown that disadvantaged 
Australians have higher levels of disease risk factors and lower use of preventative health services 
than those who experience socioeconomic advantage. This article examines differences in 
indicators of health among Australians, according to the relative socioeconomic disadvantage of 
where they live. 


Are young people learning or earning? Increasing education participation and improving transition 
to work outcomes for young Australians are key objectives of the Council of Australian 
Governments’ 2009 National Partnership Agreement on Youth Attainment. This article looks at 
levels of engagement for young people in study and work, including the transition of recent school 
leavers. In Victoria, 18% of young people aged 15-24 years were not fully engaged (in either study 
or work). This was just below the national average of 19%. 


Income support among people of working age. In contrast to earlier decades, the period since 
1996 has seen a fall in the number of working age people receiving income support. This article 
examines changes that have driven the decline, and profiles recipients of income support. 


Repeat imprisonment. The imprisonment rate has increased steadily over the last decade. This 
article looks at prisoners who have been released from prison and then been reimprisoned within 
10 years of their release. Within 10 years of release, 38% of prisoners in Victoria were 
reimprisoned, compared with a 39% national average. 


4221.0 Schools, Australia, 2009. Released 16/03/2010 


The number of schools in Australia has decreased 0.6% over the past 10 years: from 9,587 
schools in 1999 to 9,529 schools in 2009. This includes a decrease of 165 government schools, 
and an increase of 4 Catholic schools and 103 independent schools. 


In 2009, after excluding special schools, 70% of Australian schools were primary only, 16% 
secondary only, and 14% combined primary and secondary. A higher proportion of primary 
schools were government schools (77%) compared with secondary schools (72%) and combined 
schools (39% were government affiliated). 


In 2009, Victoria had a total of 2,279 primary, secondary, combined and special schools. The 
primary sector comprised of 1,180 (73.4%) government, 379 (23.6%) Catholic and 48 (3.0%) 
independent schools. The Victorian secondary sector had 252 government (70.6%), 86 Catholic 
(24.1%), and 19 independent schools (5.3%). Special schools numbered 76 government (77.6%) , 


9 Catholic (9.2%) and 13 independent schools (13.3%). 


The Victorian government sector catered for 312,144 primary and 224,932 secondary students 
(FT). The Catholic sector had 100,415 primary and 87,419 secondary students, and independent 
sector 45,698 primary and 73,316 secondary students. 


4512.0 Corrective Services, Australia, Dec 2009. Released 18/03/2010 


For December quarter 2009, there were 86,282 persons under the authority of corrective services 
(excluding those in periodic detention) in Australia. The total comprised 28,870 persons in full-time 
custody and 57,412 persons in community-based corrections. This represents an increase of 4% 
(3,111 persons) from December quarter 2008. Over the same period, persons in full-time custody 
increased by 5% (1,505 persons) and persons in community-based corrections increased by 3% 
(1,606 persons). 


During December quarter 2009, the average daily number of full-time prisoners in Australia was 
28,822 persons. This was an increase of less than 1% from September quarter 2009, and of 6% 
on December quarter 2008. There were 57,412 persons in community-based corrections, an 
increase of 1% (580 persons) on September quarter 2009. 


Nationally, the December quarter 2009 average daily imprisonment rate was 171 prisoners per 
100,000 adult population. The Northern Territory had the highest imprisonment rate (662 prisoners 
per 100,000 adult population), followed by Western Australia (280) and New South Wales (188). 
The Australian Capital Territory and Victoria had the lowest rates (65 and 107, respectively). 


4513.0 Criminal Courts, Australia, 2008-09. Released 12/03/2010 


The number of defendants finalised in Australia's Children's Courts in 2008-09 was 42,198, and 
increase of 7% (2,786) from 2007-08. Increases were recorded in all states and territories, except 
Queensland. The largest increases were in Tasmania, South Australia and the Northern Territory 
(20%, 19% and 18% respectively), while in Victoria the increase was 1%. Theft offences 
represented one third of the 7,698 adjudicated defendants in Children's courts in Victoria, followed 
by acts intended to cause injury (18%) and public order offences (10%). 


All states and territories, except Tasmania had increases in the numbers of defendants finalised in 
the Magistrates’ Courts in 2008-09. Western Australia (12%), South Australia (8%) and New South 
Wales (8%) had the largest increases. In Victoria there was a 6% increase (to 104,695), with just 
over a third related to Traffic offences (36,922), followed by public order offences (20,212). 


The majority of states and territories had increases in the numbers of defendants finalised in the 
Higher Courts in 2008-09. Tasmania (39%), the Northern Territory (29%), the Australian Capital 
Territory (15%) and South Australia (12%) had the largest increases, while Victoria and 
Queensland were the only states where the number of defendants finalised decreased (down 10% 
and 4% respectively). 


4519.0 Recorded Crime - Offenders, 2008-09. Released 18/03/2010 


In Australia during 2008-09, police proceeded against 344,274 alleged offenders aged 10 years or 
more, a 6% increase on 2007-08. This represents 1,823 offenders per 100,000 people aged 10 
years and over; a rise of 71 offenders per 100,000 from 2007-08. Female offenders increased by 
8% (to 77,347 offenders) between 2007-08 and 2008-09, while male offenders increased by 6% 
(to 266,198 offenders). In 2008-09, New South Wales accounted for 30% (103,853) of the 
Australian offender population aged 10 years and over, followed by Queensland (24% or 83,806) 
and Victoria (16% or 53,605). 


Nationally, there were more than three times as many male offenders (77%) as female offenders 
(23%), and this distribution was similar across the states and territories. Tasmania (33%) had the 
highest proportion of offender population proceeded against by police on two or more separate 


occasions, while South Australia (21%) had the lowest. 


Nationally, the most common principal offence for males was acts intended to cause injury (22%); 
and for females theft (29%). The predominant principal offences in 2008-09, as measured by 
offender rates were acts intended to cause injury in Western Australia (515 per 100,000 persons 
aged 10 years and over), New South Wales (463) and the Australian Capital Territory (281); public 
order offences in the Northern Territory (1,754), Tasmania (802) and Queensland (510); illicit drugs 
in South Australia, although these are likely to be overstated (790); and theft in Victoria (294). 


Youth offenders (10-19 years) comprised nearly a third (30%) of the total offender population, 
while offenders aged 15 to 19 accounted for the largest proportion (24%) of offenders in Australia, 
and had the highest offender rate (5,480 offenders per 100,000 people aged 15 to 19 years). 


Male offending peaked at age 18 (9,500 offenders per 100,000 males aged 18 years) with police 
taking action against almost one in ten 18 year old males at least once during 2008-09. Female 
offending peaked earlier at 15 years of age, at 3,050 offenders per 100,000 females aged 15 
years. 


4530.0 Crime Victimisation, Australia, 2008-09. Released 18/02/2010. First Issue 


Includes data about victims for a selected range of personal and household offences, whether 
victims reported these incidents to police, characteristics of victims and characteristics of their 
most recent incident, and people's perceptions of safety and problems in their neighbourhood. 


In December 2008, 16.9 million people aged 15 years or over were living in private dwellings in 
Australia. It was estimated that in the 12 months prior to interview, of those aged 15 years or over: 
527,400 (3.1%) people were victims of at least one physical assault; 718,600 (4.2%) people were 
victims of at least one threatened assault, including face-to-face and non face-to-face threatened 
assaults; and 96,700 (0.6%) people were victims of at least one robbery. 


In the 12 months prior to interview, of those aged 18 years or over, an estimated 52,500 (0.3%) 
people were victims of at least one sexual assault. 


The proportion of victims who reported the most recent incident to police varied depending on the 
type of crime: 45% for physical assault, 39% for robbery, 31% for sexual assault, and 30% for 
face-to-face threatened assault. 


Some 912,500 households (11%) were victims of at least one incident of property damage in the 
12 months prior to interview. 


4613.0 Australia's Environment: Issues and Trends, Jan 2010. Released 28/01/2010 


The publication covers major trends of relevance to the environment, included under five broad 
headings: population and urban, human activities, atmosphere, water and landscape. 


This issue contains a feature article on climate change. It explores climate change, particularly as 
it relates to Australia, including: Australia's contribution to greenhouse gas emissions, 
opportunities to reduce emissions, and projected impacts of climate change on water availability, 
tourism, coastal populations and health. 


6265.0 Underemployed Workers, Australia, Sep 2009. Released 23/02/2010 
There were 10.9 million employed people aged 15 years and over in Australia during September 
2009. Of these: 10 million (92%) were fully employed; and 899,500 (8%) were not fully employed 


of whom 811,600 were underemployed. 


There were 3.2 million part-time workers (2.2 million women and 938,300 men). Of all part-time 
workers, 26% (823,800) would prefer to work more hours, compared with 23% in September 


2008. 


Part-time workers aged 20-34 years had the highest incidence of underemployment, with 29% of 
part-time workers in this age group underemployed. The proportion of part-time workers who were 
underemployed generally decreased with age. 


Older people generally had a longer duration of underemployment than younger people. For 
example, just over one fifth (21%) of 15-19 year underemployed part-time workers had 
experienced insufficient work for one year or more. In contrast, 48% of those aged 45-54 years, 
and 45% of those aged 55 years and over had insufficient work for one year or more. 


6467.0 Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index, Dec 2009. Released 15/02/2010 


The index rose 0.6% for the December quarter 2009, compared with a rise of 1.0% in September 
quarter 2009. It rose 2.7% through the year to December quarter 2009, compared to a through the 
year rise of 1.9% to September quarter 2009. 


The most significant price rises in the December quarter 2009 were for food (+1.7%) and housing 
(+1.1%). The most significant offsetting price falls were for transportation (-1.1%) and health 
(-2.1%) due to falls in automotive fuel and pharmaceuticals respectively. 


7501.0 Value of Principal Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia, Preliminary, 
2008-09. Released 09/02/2010 


In 2008-09 the preliminary estimate of the gross value of agricultural commodities produced was 
$41.1 billion, a decrease of 5% (or $2.2 billion) from the previous year. The value of crops 
decreased 7% to $22.1 billion, and livestock products decreased 16%, down to $6.2 billion on the 
back of falls in the value of wool and milk. Livestock slaughterings and other disposals rose to 
$12.8 billion, with increases in the value of cattle and calves, sheep and lambs and poultry. 


9314.0 Sales of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, Jan 2010. Released 22/032/2010 


In February 2010, a seasonally adjusted 22,685 new vehicles were sold in Victoria, a decrease of 
1.8% from Jan 2010. However, this was 20.1% higher than for January 2009, a year earlier. 
Nationally, new motor vehicle sales fell 1.9% from Dec 2009 to January 2010. 


Following the Commonwealth Budget in May 2009, the eligibility period for the Small Business and 
General Business Tax Break was extended to December 2009. The rebate level was also 
increased for small businesses, allowing eligible businesses to claim an increased tax deduction 
on the purchase of new motor vehicles. The rebate may have increased motor vehicle sales in 
January 2010 and February 2010. 


Other releases 
1504.0 Methodological News, Mar 2010. Released 10/03/2010 


4720.0 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey: Users' Guide, 2008. 
Released 26/02/2010 


4720.0.55.001 Microdata: National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey, 
Expanded CURFs, 2008. Released 03/03/2010 


5673.0.55.003 Wage and Salary Earner Statistics for Small Areas, Time Series, 2003-04 to 
2006-07. Released 12/03/2010 


6202.0.30.007 Microdata: Labour Force Survey and Forms of Employment Survey, Basic 
and Expanded CURF, Australia, November 2008. Released 28/01/2010 


6227.0.30.001 Microdata: Survey of Education and Work, Basic CURF, Australia, May 2009. 
Released 28/01/2010 


8153.0 Internet Activity, Australia, Dec 2009. Released 30/03/2010 


8635.2.55.001 Tourist Accommodation, Small Area Data, Victoria, Sep 2009. Released 
15/01/2010 


Information papers, research papers, and classifications 


1220.0.30.001 Australian and New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations 
(ANZSCO) Coder, 2010. Released 29/01/2010. 


The ANZSCO Coder is a Windows-based structured coding system on CD-ROM which provides a 
quick and efficient way to code occupation information to ANZSCO First Edition Revision 1. The 
ANZSCO Coder incorporates a detailed coding index (an extensive list of occupation titles) which 
enables coding to the occupation (6-digit) level of ANZSCO with a higher degree of accuracy and 
consistency than is possible when using just the classification structure and definitions. 


The ANZSCO Coder includes an in-built 'Help' facility. To learn to code occupation information 
properly you should complete the lessons provided in the Help facility. 


1254.0.55.002 Assessing impact on policy of ABS products-based data, March 2010. 
Released 05/03/2010. First Issue 


As part of the ABS's ongoing commitment to the review and development of statistical standards, 
ABS is currently assessing the appropriateness of the suite of product classifications used to 
produce product-based data. This is a widespread review which is being undertaken in conjunction 
with other specialised reviews, such as the review of Consumer Price Index Commodity 
Classification. This discussion paper seeks public comment on the integration of product 
classifications used by ABS, and the resulting coherence of published product-based data. 


1287.0 Standards for Income Variables, 2010. Released 15/03/2010 


Specifies ABS standards for the collection, processing, storage and dissemination of statistics on 
income. Topics covered include ABS recommended definitions of concepts, classification criteria, 
code structures, questionnaire modules and output categories. Issues related to these standards 
are also discussed. 


1351.0.55.029 Research Paper: Small Area Estimation Using a Multinomial Logit Mixed 
Model with Category Specific Random Effects, Jan 2010. Released 28/01/2010. First Issue 


This paper describes a model based approach to producing small area estimates of counts for 
different categories of the Australian labour force based on a multinomial logit mixed model with 
category specific random effects. By category-specific we mean that within each small area there 
are two correlated random effects, one associated with the employed category and the other 
associated with the unemployed category. 


1351.0.55.030 Research Paper: Linking Census Records to Death Registrations, Mar 2010. 
Released 11/03/2010. First Issue 


To better understand the extent of Indigenous identification in mortality data, ABS linked 2006 
Census data to death registrations to compare the reported Indigenous status from each dataset. 
Data linking was conducted by authorised ABS officers during the Census processing period when 
name and address were available as linking variables. After Census processing, all Census 
names and addresses held by ABS were destroyed. This data linking project is referred to as the 


Indigenous Mortality Quality Study, which forms part of the broader Census Data Enhancement 
project. This paper builds on other papers already released about the Indigenous Mortality Quality 
Study, by elaborating on the probabilistic data linking methodology used. An evaluation of the 
linkage is also provided. 


1530.0 ABS Forms Design Standards Manual, 2010. Released 25/01/2010. First Issue 


These standards are to be used in the design and preparation of self-administered collection 
forms (paper and electronic) and Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) interfaces. A 
good working knowledge of these standards should aid the development of forms that collect 
accurate data, ease the burden of respondents and ensure efficient processing. 


While aspects of these standards were developed for internal use by the ABS they may be of 
interest to an external audience. 


3412.0.55.001 Information Paper: Improving Net Overseas Migration Estimation, Mar 2010. 
Released 12/03/2010. First Issue 


This information paper provides an overview of changes being undertaken to improve net 
overseas migration (NOM) estimation and reduce the large revisions to ERP. This paper: 


e reviews changes being made to the methodology for estimating preliminary NOM, 
e outlines changes to the preliminary and revision timetables, 

e provides implementation dates and schedules, and 

e discusses future directions the ABS is examining to make further improvements. 


Estimates of both the resident population (ERP) and NOM for Australia and each of the states and 
territories are published quarterly in Australian Demographic Statistics (cat. no. 3101.0). The 
improvements outlined in this paper have been introduced from the September 2009 issue of 
Australian Demographic Statistics (cat. no. 3101.0), released on the 25 March 2010. 


4703.0 Framework for Measuring Wellbeing: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
2010. Released 05/03/2010. First Issue 


This publication describes a framework to map statistical information about Indigenous people, in 
the context of interrelationships with their social and physical environments. Not only does it 
provide a means to present existing data, it also provides the means to identify potential data 


gaps. 


5260.0.55.002 Experimental Estimates of Industry Multifactor Productivity, 2008-09. 
Released 05/02/2010. Reissue 


This data cube provides experimental industry estimates of Multifactor productivity (MFP), and two 
aggregate MFP measures: aggregate MFP for the updated definition of the market sector, 
consisting of 16 industries (ANZSICO6 Divisions A to N and Divisions R and S); and MFP for the 
12 selected industries (ANZSICO6 Divisions A to K and R). 


The estimates of MFP for the 12 individual industries in this data cube use the same basic data 
that underlies the estimates for selected industries in electronic Table 13 published in the 2008-09 
System of National Accounts (cat. no. 5204.0). 


6354.0.55.001 Information Paper: Reinstatement of Job Vacancies Survey, Nov 2009. 
Released 04/02/2010. First Issue 


This information paper describes changes to Job Vacancies statistics, as a result of the Job 
Vacancies Survey (JVS) being suspended during 2008-09 and reinstated for the November 2009 
survey. The first issue of 6354.0 following the reinstatement of JVS will be for the February 2010 


reference period, which was released on 1 April 2010. 


Main Economic Indicators (MElIs). Also released during the past quarter were a number of 
monthly and quarterly MEIs which can be accessed from the ABS website home page 
<www.abs.gov.au>. Examples of MElIs include: housing finance, building approvals, labour force, 
consumer price index, sales of new motor vehicles, and retail trade. 


ABS Statistical training and information seminars 
ABS Statistical training and information seminars 


Venue: ABS Victorian Office, Level 5 South Tower, 485 La Trobe Street, Melbourne. 
Time: full day courses generally run from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 
What Statistical training courses are available at ABS Victoria? 


e Analysing Survey Data Made Simple (ASDMS) 
Making Quality Informed Decisions (MQID) 
Introduction to Labour Statistics (ILS) 
Introduction to ABS Statistical Collections 
Valuing Australia’s Environment (VAE) 

Turning Data Into Information (TDII) 

Basic Survey Design (BSD) 

Understanding Demographic Data (UDD) 
Principles of Questionnaire Design (PQD) 


Analysing Survey Data Made Simple 
This two-day computer-based course develops practical skills in basic statistical and graphical 
data analysis techniques using Microsoft Excel. It aims to equip participants with the skills to: 


identify the steps involved in data analysis; 

summarise and display survey data in graphical and tabular form; 
find simple relationships in survey data; and 

test for statistically significant differences between survey results. 


This course is designed for people with limited training and exposure to statistical analysis who 
need to learn how to analyse and describe data that have been collected in surveys. A 
mathematical background is beneficial but not essential. Previous experience using spreadsheets 
is recommended. 


Length: 2 days 
2010 dates: 13-14 April, 27-28 Oct 
Cost $750 (inc. GST) per person 


Making Quality Informed Decisions 

This one-day course introduces the concept of ‘holistic quality’ through the use of a data quality 
framework. The framework ensures that users of statistics are able to assess whether the 
statistics are fit for their intended use. This course provides participants with an understanding of: 
how to set up a quality framework, risk management in making statistical decisions, how to assess 
datasets in the context of data need, and using information on data quality to make better 
informed decisions. This course would be useful for anyone who uses statistics in decision 
making, or is involved in producing statistics and wants to ensure that they are used appropriately. 


Length: 1 day 
2010 dates: 22 April, 31 August 
Cost: $450 (inc. GST) per person 


Introduction to Labour Statistics 

This course provides an overview of the range of concepts and issues associated with ABS labour 
statistics. It explores the data produced by both household and employer based collections, and 
highlights the range of products available to access labour-related data. The course will be 
beneficial to people who use and/or need to understand ABS labour statistics. 


Length: 1 day 
2010 date: 4 May 
Cost: $450 (inc. GST) per person 


Introduction to ABS Statistical Collections 

This is a new program where pairs of subject modules are presented in a half-day session. The 
suite of modules would be of interest to anyone requiring an overview of topic-based collections 
and their use. These modules include where to find data on the ABS website free of charge. 


e Estimated Resident Population (ERP) and Labour Force Made Simple 
e Agriculture and Environment Made Simple 
e Health and Estimated Resident Population Made Simple 


Length: half-day, 1.30 - 4:45pm, 
Fee: $120 (incl GST) per person for half-day pair of modules 
2010 dates: 


e 6 May (ERP and Labour) 
e 2 June (Agriculture and Environment) 
e 23 June (Health and EPR) 


Valuing Australia's Environment 

This one-day course provides an introduction to the notion of environmental accounts, including 
insight into their compilation and uses. The information contained in environmental accounts 
enables governments to develop environmental policies, including identifying more sustainable 
development pathways, priority regions and industries. It also enables monitoring of the impact of 
economic policies on the environment, and greater precision in the development of environmental 
regulations and resource management strategies. 


Environmental accounts also allow others in the community, business, non-government 
organisations and the general public to monitor their own progress towards targets which they may 
have identified and funded. This course is suitable for those seeking an introduction to 
environmental accounting. Both statisticians and data users with an interest in the environment 
may find the course valuable. The course aligns with understanding classifications and 
frameworks, and is not focused on data. 


Length: 1 day 
2010 date: 8 June 
Cost: $450 (inc. GST) per person 


Turning Data Into Information (TDI) 

This course develops skills in interpreting and analysing data, and communicating information 
clearly and effectively. Analytical thinking skills are developed to enable the transformation of data 
into meaningful information such as written reports. A key theme of this course is analytical 
thinking to ensure relevant messages are extracted from data to meet set objectives. 


Length: 2 days 


Fee: $750.00 
2010 dates: 20-21 July, 23-24 November 


Basic Survey Design 

This two-day course aims to provide a grounding in all facets of sample survey development. 
Topics include developing survey objectives, advantages and disadvantages of various collection 
methodologies, questionnaire design, data processing and reporting of results. This course would 
be useful for anyone who conducts their own surveys, or who needs a broad understanding of the 
issues associated with the survey process. 


Length: 2 days 
Fee: $750 (inc. GST) per person 
2010 dates: 24-25 August 


Understanding Demographic Data 

This is a one day interactive workshop on demographic statistics. The workshop provides an 
overview of demographic data, with information on sources, methods of collection and production, 
and quality issues. Practical exercises using tools for demographic analysis are included. This 
course is designed for people who use and/or need to understand demographic data to formulate 
policies and programs. The course covers: 


e the relevance of demographic data to contemporary social and economic issues, 

e population dynamics such as population momentum and ageing, 

e individual components of population growth (births/fertility, deaths/mortality, internal and 
overseas migration), and how these components are used in the 


production of population estimates, and 


e population estimates and projections (including for Indigenous populations and small areas). 


Length: 1 day 
2010 dates: 26 May, 9 September 
Cost: $450 (inc. GST) per person 


Principles of Questionnaire Design 

This two-day course aims to enable participants to understand and apply the basic techniques 
used in developing a survey questionnaire. The course includes facilitated exercises to give 
participants an understanding of how to design and evaluate a questionnaire. The course content 
covers: defining survey objectives, developing survey questions and instructions to accompany 
questions, testing the questionnaire; and questionnaire layout. This course would be useful for 
anyone who needs to design a questionnaire that will collect information accurately and concisely. 


Length: 2 days 
2010 dates: 13-14 October 
Cost $750 (inc. GST) per person 


For further information on ABS statistical training go to the ABS website <www.abs.gov.au>. 
Select 'Services' then ABS Training. For courses listed above, Alan Page (03 9615 7899) is ABS 


Victoria's training contact, or email queries/registrations to <victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. 
Course descriptions are available here: Victorian dates and registration form. 


Points of contact 


POINTS OF CONTACT 


ABS VICTORIAN OFFICE 


There is an ABS Office in every capital city. The ABS Office in Victoria is located on Level 5, South 
Tower, 485 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne. To email the Regional Director or Statistical Coordination 
contacts listed below use <victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. 


Postal address 
GPO Box 2796Y 
Melbourne Vic 3001 


Regional Director 
ABS Victoria 

Carl Obst 

(03) 9615 7330 


VICTORIAN STATISTICAL LEADERSHIP CONTACTS 


Director 
Marie Apostolou 
(03) 9615 7500 


Assistant Director 
Pam Boulton 
(03) 9615 7880 


Assistant Director 
Frank Sortino 
(03) 9615 7510 


Assistant Director - Victorian Statistical Analytical Services 
James Darragh 
(03) 9615 7049 


NATIONAL INFORMATION AND REFERRAL SERVICE 


The National Information and Referral Service (NIRS) is the first point of contact for all your 
statistical and publication enquiries. 


Phone: 1300 135 070 
Fax: 1300 135 211 
Email: <client.services@abs.gov.au> 


EDITOR, STATISTICS VICTORIA (cat no 1100.2) 
Alan Page 

(03) 9615 7899 

For a free subscription, email: 
<victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au> 


VICTORIAN STATISTICS ADVISORY FORUM (VSAF) 


VSAF is a major forum for statistical liaison between Victorian government agencies and ABS. The 
following group of departmental representatives meet 4 times or more each year. 


VSAF Chair 


Mary Cavar 


Department of Treasury and Finance 
Peter Froutzis 


Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Helen Meyer-Tinning 


Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development 
Chris West 


Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
Dr Sara Glover 


Department of Health 
Dr Connie Spinoso 


Department of Human Services 
Nigel Brand 


Department of Justice 
Dr Jonathon Spear 


Department of Transport 
Philip Norman 


Department of Planning and Community Development 
Dr Tim Patton 


Department of Sustainability and Environment 
Elizabeth Thomas 


Department of Primary Industries 
Chris Chan 


Australian Bureau of Statistics, Victoria 
Carl Obst 


About this Release 


Statistics Victoria is a quarterly newsletter primarily targetted to Victorian state and local 
government users providing information about new developments, recent statistical releases, 
seminars, training and reviews. 
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